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NEATH.

Ro patlent and be wiso!  The eves of Death

Took 0% us with n smille: her sofl caress,

Ihiat stills the anguish snd that stops the breath,

1= Natpre's omination, meant 10 bless

Our mortal woes with peaceful nothingness,

He not afrald!  The Power thal made the lght

n érnur kind eyes, snd set the stars on high,

And gave us love, meant not that all shipnid Ale—

Like % bAef day beam quenched in sudden night.

Think that to die Is bnt to fall aslevp

And wake refreshed where the new morning breaks

And goldon day her roey vigor talies

Froln winds that fan Eternliy's far helght

And the white erests of God's perpetual deep.

WILLIAM WINTER.

Written st Mentone, Cal., April 30, 1508
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CHAPTER XIX.

Pictro Ghisleri sleptosoundly that night. Of
late, indeed, he had hecome less restless than he
Lad formerly been, and he attributed the change
to the weakness which was the consequenee of his
wound,  There were probably other eauses at work
at that time of which le was hadly conscious
himself, but which ultimately produced a change
tu him and dn ‘his way of looking at the world.

He stood at his apen windows early in the morn-
fng urd gazed out at the fresh, bright country.
The delicate hand of gpring had already touched
the world with color, and the breath of the com
ing warmth had waked the life in ail those things
whieli die yearly amd are yearly raised again,

tiliislori felt the morning sun upon his thin, pale
fuce, und he realized that he also had been very
near to death during the dark months, and he re-
membered how he had wished that Le might be
not near only to dying, hut dead altogether, never
to take up again the play that Lad grown so
wenrizome and empty in his eyes,

Bit wow a ehange had come For the first timoe
In vears, he knew that if the choies were suddenly
Mioyed “m at the present moment he wottld
choose .o live out all the days allotted to him,
and would wish that they might be many rather
than few. There was, indead, a dark spot on the
pnze Iast turred, of which Lie conld never efface
the memory, nor, in his own estimation, outlive
the shame. In his day-drenms Maddalena dell®
Armi's eoldly perfort faes wus often before him
with an expression upon it which he foared to see,
kuowing too woll why 1t was there—angd out of o
deener depth of memory dead Bianea € orleone’s
eves looked at him with reprosch and sometimes
with scorn. There wos much pain i1 store fur
him set, of the kind at which the worlld never
snossed, nor ever conld Bt he wonld not try 1o
eseape from it.  Ile wonld not aegain so aet or
think as to call himself coward in his own heart's
tribunal.

e Tooked out at the distant hills, and down at
the hroad Lattlements gnd massive ontworks of
the oncient fortross, and fell to thinking rather
Ple about the people who had lived and fought
and auarrelled and slain each other within and
aronrd thoss massive wells, and then he thonght
a1’ at oneo of Adele Savelll and of his spapirions pe-
gariding ler.  He was in o particularly charitabile
frime of mind on that morning, and lis gnddends
folt that what he almost helieved on the previons
pight was utterly beyond the bounds of prob-
ability. It seemed to him that he had no manner
of right to aceuse any one of the erime he had
fmpiuted to her, on the mast hadowy gronnds, and
ahsolutely withont proof, unless the coinehlence
of hor uneasy behavior, with eertain vagne re-
marks of Lix own, eonld b tulien as evidenes,
fle sat down to think if all over, drinking hi<
enffea by the open window, and enjoying the sun-
shine and the sweet morning air. The whole
world looked so guod and innorent and fresh as
he gazed out upon it that the por<ibliities of evil
saemeid to shrinlke away into nothing.

Bt as he svatematically revicwed the m-em.-_r-(

the past months his anspicion returned almost with
the foree of convietion. The eoln Wenees were
tuo numerons to be atiributed to ehanes alone
Adela's distress of mind was too evident to be
denied.  Altogether thers was no eseaping  from
the conclusion that, willingly or unwillingly, alpe
liadl been consciously instrumental in  bringing
ahout Arden’s iliness and desth.,  Her guestions
abont the wisest course to pursie in cases of
blackmail pointed to the probability, if not the
cortainty, that some third person wis arguuinted
with what had happaned, and this person was in
all likelihood the matd Lucia. So far his reason-
ing took him quickly and plausibly enough, but
po further. How the searlet fever had been com-
municated from Lueia to Herbert Arden was more
than Ghisleri eolild guess, but it Adele was really
fn the serving woman's power it whst Liave haen
done in such a way ns to make what Ll hap-
pened quite clear fo the latter. After thinking
over all the possibilities, and vainly attempting 1o
golve the hard problem, Glisleri found himsell
a8 much at sfa as ever, and was driven to an-
knowledge that he must frust to chance for ob-
taining any further evidence in the matter.

Meanwhile Adele lad determined to follow his
advice. Her anxiety was heeoming unbenrable,
and she felt that she gould not endure sich sus-
pense much longer. To acense Lucia direetly of
having opencd the letter and committed the thetr
would be rash and dangerous. There was o bare
possibility that some one olse might have done the
dead.  She must in any case be eautious, )

« Luein,” she said that morning, while the
woman was doing her hair, “do yvon remember
that some days ago 1 gnve you & letter to L peg-
fstered, and that yvou hrought Lack the receipt for
it from the postoffice 7"

«Yos, Excellency, 1 remember very well™ Locia
iad heen exjesting for a long time that her mistress
would question her and she was quite prepared.
She hod good merves, snd the cortainty that the
great lady was altogether in her power wade lier
cool and collected.

« A very extraordinary thing happencd to that
lr!{er." caid Adele, looking up at her own fure in
the glass to give hersell ecourage. © It was rather
fmportant. 1 had written to Padre Bonaventurs,
aaking spiritual guidance, and 1 particularly de-
gired an answer. DBut be wrote to we by retirn
of post, saying that when he cpencd the envelipe
be found only four shects of Llauk paper without
a word written on them. You see, somebody
must bave thought there was money in the letter. o

wihey are such thieves at the postoflice! ™ ex-
claimed Lucia. *But this isa terrible affair, Ex-
eelleney ! What ix to be done? The postmaster
must be sent to the galleys immediately 1"

In Lueia’s conception of the law such a sum-
yuary ocourse seemed quite practicable,

«] am afraid that would be very unjust, and
could do no good at sl said Adele, “1 am
quite sure that the postmaster would not have
dared to open a letter already registered and for
which he had given a receipt. As for any one
in the house having done it, 1 cannot believe it
either. 1 gave it into your hands myself and you
brought me hack the stumped bit of paper—it. is
there in my jewel-case. 1 only wish youn to find
out for me, very quietly and without exviting sus-
picion, who took that letter to the post. If I
could get it back 1 would give the person who
brought it to me & handsome reward, You under-
stafd, Lucia, how disagreeable it 1s to feel that
& letter cancerning one's most sucred feelings is
lost, and has perhaps been read by more than one

"

«] cannot imagine anything more dreadful!
But be easy, Excellency. 1 will do all I cap, and
none of the servanta shall suspect that 1 am ques-
tioning them.”

«1 shall be very much obliged to yon, Lucla,”
said Adele. *Very much obliged,” she repeated,
with some emphasis.

“1t is only my duty to serve Your Excelleney,
who has always been so good to me,” unswered
Lucia, humbly.

Adele knew that there wus mothing more to be
the present, and she congratulated hersell
having been diplomatic in her way of offering
would now in all likelithood take
but for the present she would
with the preclous document.
had peither been destroyed
nor sens ‘out of the castle. Lucia probably kent

=

it eoncealed in a‘safe coper of ler own room,
under loek and key, und to attempt to get pos-
sossion of it by force woull be ont of the qles
tion, as in mest Ttalian Youses the servants all
locked their own rooms and carried the keys about
with them, Lueia, of eourse, did Hlke the rest.

But Lueia, on her side, distrosied her mistress.
Knowing what she now knew of Adels, she -
lieved her eapuhle of alwiost anything, including
the pirking of a 1k and the sRilful shstraction
of tho letter from it< seeret Niding-place,  As soon
as she was at liberty she went and got the paper
and eoncealed it in her bosom, intendinz to keep
it thers until she eoulid seleet some safe spot inon
remote part of the castle, where she mizht put it
awav in gropter safety. To carry it ahant with
her until Adele took her baek te Rome woilil ha
rach, she thanght,  Adele might snepect where it
was at ony moment, and fopes Iy to gve it un.
O it might be Inst, which would he even worse,

Adeln hepself felt sinzularly relieved.  She had
vopy little douht hut that Lueia woulld come to
torme,  She mizht, indesd, nsk n very Large sum,
and it micht De very inconvenicnt to L ohilied
to find it ot short notice.  But the gole heiress
to an enormons estate wonld ecortainly T ghlie 10
pot money in some way or other,  In the menn
time Luecia would not effer it to any one vlse,
sinec of 01l people her mistress wanld M willing
10 make the greatost gaerifiee to phtain PosSession
of it.  Om the whale, therefore, Adelite anxinty
diminishod on that dav, and she soenmd hetter
when she met her hnstamd and Chisleri in the areat
ponrtyard where thev were sunning themselves and
continuing their tall ahont polities,

# 1 promised that T would show you the eastls”
e said ta Pietro.  * Wonld it amuse yon to go
with me now?  Franecses doos pot cars th come,
of eourse, and he nlways has Lis Ninsiness with the
stoward to attend to hefore hreakfust.”

Piotra oxpressed his rondivess to follow her
from the decpest dupgeon to the topmost turret
of the eastle.

 Tfgve you slopt well 24 hie askad, as they moved
“You arn looking much better

away tomether,
this mornine.”

W¥pe T feel hottor,” she answerad. Do you
tmow T think your comine has had somoething to
dn with it.  You have eheerrd ne with yonr talk
anil wour news,  We were fist falling into the
vomotahle stase, Franeesco and 1.7

Ghislori smilsd, partly ont of politenrsy anl
partle at his own thouzhts,

ST am alid to have heen of any nse.” he said,
ST will do my best to e amusing as long as you
will have me”

“Yon need not take it as susli an enormons
eampliment, ™ Adele lanshed. SO monres, You are
vory agroenble—at lenst, yon ean he when yvon
chonsa=lint the or thinz is to have somehody,
anvhods whom one knows and Tikes n little, in this
dreary placs, Shall we begin at the top or the hot-
tom? The prisons or the towers?  Which shall
it he?"

w1 there ja a ehojea Tot ns bezin in the Tnwar
rosiona.” answered Ghisterl, Do you liks me
little. Donnn Adela 2* L askod, as she 1ol the avay
alima the earved and smoothly paved  deaset
which Wd downward fo the subterranean purt of
the fortress,

Sho Janahad Tizhitly, and elanes] at him. She
Bl slwava wishiod 1o make o congnest ol Pietra
Gihislori, Tt she had foumd fow opportiunitios of
« alone with Lim, for e vl never hoen amon:
the assidions at ler sheine,  She knew aiso liov
mueh he admired Laura Arden, and she snsperteld
him of heine fneipiently in love. Tt would b de
lighitful to detach him from that allegionce.

“ Yoa, " she said, 1 Like vou a litthe 1 won
expect me 1o likie won wory mueh? You have
never done anvthing to deserve jr

wowish T eanid,® answornl Ghisleri, with eom-
plote insinecrity. Bt T am afeaid Tshould never
get as for as that.”

“Why not?”

“When o woman loves hier hnsland === 1T did
not finish the sntence, for 1t seemed nnnessssary.

w1 do not want vou to malke love to me,™ Adele
answered, * though T believe yon know low to do
it to perfectTon. Tt §s often o very lone way from
liking very muel to loving a very little This §s
the place whers old Gianloea kept his brother
Paolo in prison for eightecn vesrs. Then Gian-
luea disd suddenly one fine morning nad Paolo
was Tot ot by the soldiers and immediat=ly threw
Gianluea's wife wut of the window of the east
tower, und eut ofl the healds of his two sons on
the sutne afternoon
was done when we go Lp=tiairs,
extremely energetio person.”

“ Decidedly so, T slionld say.”
WY ape all deseendmd from Lim, T siappose”

“ Yow, Tie took care that wie shonld be, by kill-
me all the other braneh of the family, T1
hollows in the stone are supposed 1o have LI
wade by his footsteps.  Think what a walk? It
lasted vigliteen years. Bt it is an airy place and
not domp,  Those windows weis thews then, they
sav. Do wou sae tht deep ehannel in the wall
It leads straizht up thronsh the castle to the floor
of the little passaze between the old pusrdronm
and one of the towers There u=edd to be o trap-
door—it waos still thers when T was g hrtle wiel,
but my father bas had o slab of stone put down
instead.  They used to enties their decrgt and
wost fumiling encmies up thers, and gust as the
fian =t fuat on the bourd a soldier in the tower
pulled & Dolt o the wall and the trap-door tell
It is two hundred foor, they say,  Towas soelevs
erly mansged ! They say that the last person
who eame to arief there was o Monsignor Boces-
paduli in the year sixteen iondred and something,
Lut no one ever knew what had becoms of him
untdl the pext cencration.”

Familliar from her obillliond with every corner
of the vast buililing, she led Ghisleri through one
portion after another, telling suck of the tales of
horror as shie pewembersid,  Little by little they
worleed thelr way to thiF uppor regions, In the

Paolo wuas an
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gond-sized elinrel; she shiowed Lim the great slab
of spone the Prinee had substituten for the wooden
trap-dovr of fonmer days, asnd which luvd merely
been placed over the vawning chasin without plas-
tor or cement, it2 own weight being enough to
keep it in place.  They passid over it and tsennil-
ol the stiairs in the tower, emerging at last into
the hright sunshine upon one of the Lighess bat-
tlements,  They sat down side by side on o stone
bench,

“ 1t is pleasanter here,” said Adele,  “There is
a sort of attraction about those deead il ol places
down below, becanse one never quite realizes all
the things that happened there, and it i« rather
like an old-fashioned novel, all full of muarder and
sidden death,  But the sunshine is much nicer,
s it not? Shall wo stay up bere till §t is time
for breakfast2”

“ By oll means. It is a delizhttul plaee for a good
talk.™  Ghisleri was tired, anid glad to it dowa.

“Then you must talk to me,” continuned his
companion.  * Between the stuirs and playing
guide, T have no voiee left, What will vou talk
about?  Tell me all about your own castle, They
say it is very interestine. I wish I could seo it :."

* After Gerano it wouldl seem very tame to you.
It is mostly in roins, and what thers is left of it
is very much the worse for wear, 1 would not ad-
vise you to take the trouhle to stop, even if you
should ever puss near it."

“That is a way you have of dpreciating ovory-
thing connected with yourself,” said Adele, * Why
do you do jt?"

“ Do 17" asked Ghisleri, carelessly, T suppose
T have the lea that it is better to let people be
agreeably surprised, if there is to be any surprise
at all. When vou bave heard that a man is
insufferable, if e turns out barely tolerable you
think him niee.”

“Then it s mere poss on your part, with the
deliberate intention of producing un effpet 27

* Probubly—mere pose.”  Ghisleri laghed 3 ho
Tooked at the woinan at lis side and wonderesd
whether he could ever find out the trath about
Arden’s death, and the connection with it which,
as he believed, she must hive had,

She, on her part, did not even guess that he
suspeeted her.  The thought had crossed her mind
on the previous afternoon, but she had ~ery soon
dismissed it. She found relief and change from

prardeoom, & vast hall which would lave mide o |

tion, and bedtime was reached,

T will ®liow yon wlere that |

yssontel Ghisler, |

e

the manatonons suflering of the past duys in falk-
enjoy what she ronld

ing to him, and she triel 10
without allowing her numl to witnder uielk 1o 018
i lsleri
felon by any aecilental refer
enen to what filled his thoueghis ns mueh as it
did her own, and they spent won than half an
hour in dimless and more or less amusing con-
vorsation,
Gerano did not offer any vory great varioty of
amusemont.  After brealfust thope wis the n=unl
intoreal for smoking and cofles, and after that
f two or three Botrs in the hills
the Ares=ing hoir, the
s from

eliter preoccnption, was ViTy oar JSul

not to rotss hier siUsp

the usual deive o
Then, ten and small talk,
arrival of the po<t with the morning
sl more eonversia-
It waas not zal,
the  night  Glos-
wias  boeginnimg  to  wondier low lonz
ponld  enidure the ordeal with eqiun-
e was not generally o man  very
Wieh luul bronzht

Romie, dinner. more stmoklog,

anil when  he retirsd  for
leri
‘:I'
imity.
ousily hored, and the reasons
Lim to Gprano were strong ennteh in the
to munke him reamdy to saerifiee o gool end,
realizedd that e was not maging any advanes i
the direction of diseovering the seoret. e bl
lewrned more in the first few bours of his stay
than he had learned sinee, and € fur as he eontl
soo, he was not likely to find ont anything more.
Ile hud notieed, too, the iuprovement in Addel'a
Tt was possible that she

ms=lves

Tt he

apprarance on that day,
Bl already acted upon the genrral adviee he bl
sivon her, and that she Dl arsured the silonee
of the person she dreadied, iF any selt person es-
fcteel. DBt it was equally pessible that nnoone
knew what she had done, and thit sl had not
meant anything by the question,

The thisd day passed like the seennid, and the
fonrth bezan withent promising any chanme Al
appesrod | usual at eleven o'clock and spent an
honie with Gihisleric  They were liecaming more in-
timate by this time than they hisil ever heen be-
fore during their long acquuintanes, aml Adele
flattered herselt that she Jud mide gh frpressiom,
Ghisteri wonlil not forget the lospitality shie ladl
oftere] lim, and nest year would hes o often
aren in the eirele of her admirers, She pven fmiag-
ined that he miglt fall inte n sort of mild el
hormless fivtation, if she knew low to munnge
Lim.

A little hefore the honr for heakfast she went
{0 1® room.  Loeba was there, s naual, waitine
fin edse sl should b pesdod.  As she petutielie ]
Alelets T, amd pave a final twist with the enrls
ing tongs to the ringlets ut thie haek of her mis
in o low v

| QR 14

troas’s neck, shie hegan
wil in o semewliat hoeele b manner,
w1 hinve fonmd out who touk the letter, Foareels
foney. ™ shie salil. =Tt @2 in sifo plaes and no
one olse has seew it.  The peyso will give it to
e at ones if the yoward is lar "
Adeliets ayes sparlcid, and o Jitth

¢ilar rosr in
1

hor eheeks,  Lieky watelisd the gellection of hey
faee in the mirror
= Ilow mich does she nsk 27 shie g . with

with o cert
Ll
as Lnoiy withidrew

ont hesitition, amld i hinisin

shtpness in her tone
Phere Wwas o moment’s g,

the tomes frome the Little curl

wahe nsks five thousgud frones™ she sail, i
sotie (repiilntion, for she Jend Btedly osde in b
life even spuken of <o L noAm

“That is o great deal,” ansversl Al L 13
tending to he surprisad, widle duing liot 1K
coneesl bor satisGrtinn. =1 loave mit s 8 i
motey ot livre s mdesd, Ton Prane s | o
cithen, She st swait until we go te Botie ™

WA v, i o Faeellppey ploases”™ sabl the
maid, winig soent o o tran=jpar foan Hhiee
ehiel {rotn an atominer

d g the mean while, T wanld Tike to hate 1
letter, T wtippuose sho wonll aecipt 1 pror
written, if sier peqginres 1t

W Or eoupse =t woill, and shie wonsd N

the papers at anee—al nstonil of
no denbit sl would B perfe
hit of jewelry as aopledee”
“That wonld e simpler,™ =alld
Qho eonld ner bint

bowith o

'
iy

calilly
i1 suman’

astonshsd ur ¢l
thles tor 1

cool ofvontsry, thongh it was imp e
wnvtlde she aslosd, 1 will sive Yoo @ dipm il
for her to leep as o pladies,” she aldi=l © bt 1
wint the tetter this alternonn.’

“ Y, Earellenes

During the menl Adsle was by turns
absent and th i Sl sewped post]ees
wiel nensy dprbiee the colles anil cledrerte. st
of the aftermsn, bl Jerd watetiml Loy with e
viosity. Fully Balr an hiohr earil= thian W
alie went to Ler oot too gt pedy fop the ey
fion urive

Lovin was walting for her, pale ge dearli and
evidentls a0 =tate of the sreatest poitatin
Without o word Sadebe unlochiod Dy H
tools ent u Hules mornesn oaver LI [T et
nnd wli ot o ey of o Learrinss it
tabuel, shnt dt auaan and Bl dr oot e L i
To hor strprize the womin drew Taek, ehearly in
areat terror, and tiving to geb hehind the loae
toilot tiabbe as thouel dn fear of Yodils lara

oW Tat Bs s matter *° askoed Aol dn surprise
SWhers Bs the letter?  Why do you net mive it
to me "

« A orent misfortine has happepad,™  easpel
Taein, hardly able ta spe 1 eannat o1 gt
from the peisan.”

*What 1" Nlele’s vodes pane thigoneli the ront,
Do v want more money now X Wiot = this
ey 2

Pl Tetter s not there—T—shie dors not kuty

where it is, It i Jost—Exeellpney ==
“laost®  Whers il you Jisds 307
Lucia was almost ton frightensd by 1l

to teil conneetoodly what lewd Dispgpwenee b bat Addele

Sad Tookiel

s timn

nnderstomd b fore Tong that the ma
about for g safe TJT':H' in whieh to livle the provions
document, and Lad at st deciohed ta sl ot ander
the great slab of stane which Load Deey alpady
mentioned as eovering te apenio ol e onliliente
P twern the guardroom and the tower.  Loeia had
found that on one side, owing to the dreegalarity
of the olid pavement, there wis roota to lay the
folded papers, awd that shie eonll just slip ey
hand in &0 s to withdraw them aenin,  She wos,
of eaurse, quite ignorant that the stone covered =
well of whieh the shinft penetrated to the lowist
foundation of the enstle, amil that one touel of let
Land, or a gust of wind, was enongh to send the
lght sheets over the edae close to which st hal
unwittingly placed them.  Adole still pretended
to be angey, but shie dew o long beeath of reliel.
Sho knew the exnet sput at which ta look for
whut she wanted, 5o loeked up her dinmon s
ngaln, =colding Lucia for lier carelessness all the

n protatee, T have

| In the possage she met Yoo hinishned

| wf inleserih
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and well finished.
budlt it hied heen precisely
Wility of the vietim cateling on o
any sort wiiles falling.

Nlels furned pale and
hresthing hard. 16 Luei
whe mieht luve Been suspeste | of having tolil @
falscdand, sl of Keppine the letter hies in orider
to extort & larger sum (oF it ot some future time.
But Lureis el ex filently heen (e hitenel, Mura-
ever, the woman wis wndoidtedly  kznorant of
the sxistoner of the well nnider the stane, or she
wonld never have been so fonlish as to ehoost
stich o plies for hiding anything so valiahle, anld
it was vleae slint =he had nn ddei of the 'l!l-l.:li“l‘l'
in which the pnekaze hol disappearsd,  That it
mwrst. have meached the bottom, Adele was quite
wire, Iy that case some one Dl T fn the din-
woon hofoze her and Lad picked it un, but who
thie some ome might be she hidd no means of won-
Jeetnring,

She Lumdly knew
nenin. It eost her

isoly to prevent the posi-
projection of

ansd azainst the wall,
Jeid getesd alifferently

Low sho peached the eo irtvard
u superhiman effort t walk

“What = the matter 2™ Le psled

op fure,
I wery jll=I want tn
Sl <oemied to zasn for lipeati,
Franeesen drew her arm throne
with live to bor ponm,  She w
state i whicl sl eantd think ¢ f wiin
Savelli went back ana expleine® to Caliisteri,
who, if anvthing, was glatl to eseane from the
mnnotonons drive.  H a haok anl shimt him-
alf up in bis room to pead.  Thar evening Savelli
talil Tim that Ailele was worse, amid was in o state
1o nervons azitation. It wis elearly
gn mway, if Adale wers nhant 1o “."
copinnsdy L andd Do tald Bonifazio to pack liis
things that nisht.  If matters il not fmprove,
T ol Toaves on the following mn
Thoush Frianeeses was not mpueh affectsd hy his
wifi's <uflipings, the dinner was anvthine hut
Leilliant, for he anticipated a ronewal of all the
annoviinee of the first fow dave  Moreover, if
Ailele was Niable te silden relipses of this Lind
at any moment, and withont tie emnllest yonan
or warning, his life wonld, hefore lone, he made n
burden to hine A= the hoshansd of a tiermanent
invalish, e eould hoaps Tor very littles lihwrty or
amisement A wife may o inta the world with.
ot her hishaml, beeaus: he j= @
erpisd wWith more important aff
whin freqiinats partios when his w i ronstantly
anfioring  is considered leartless in the extreme,

That, at least, ia epoiety's viow of the naitnal
it

, i1 =oon a8 he

ppenthe the air”

b his and walked
eloarly not in a
ol

his duty 1

L

ehbiention, smed if it 14 not the just one, it
] forrmhed tipan thissty of womail's ton-
rar, s pinst of = V' ] ]
¥ I onpon to wive

in the hone
antly give him

1
ant digy.  Dat dn this eome.
rlusion he tidatn ion she awoke 1 cront
it sifloping, she sid, from o vinlent T bashie,
pul = evoa thet her hand tremhl=l viclently
il shie was Teeddy ol to 100w eup 4 b Lips
whion (he nurse hroaglit ler tea, Soave Wil nat
| iftempt h n Gihisleri when the Intter an.
noomneed Tis intention of retarning to town, o Iy
Pe tipessesd Bidon to come it g iin, NS EOOT M
Llete shiotild b Lo m witin wlio drove
Pietra back wes entes Tiging the dactor ont
tor Caornnn, witne Tresh o () espeeinlly tiot to
foreet five humdesd vicareites whish Franeos:o
wititied for hifnnsslf
Uohistori Tofe many mes for Ateds aned e
nartesd with ondfaede, s 1 vowiser than wlien
e mrpbvaend, bt considephly more cnglives,
CHAPTER XX
Tt waw a eliel 1o be with Fanra At lin aizain
for n Doy on the day after his peturn, as Ghis
lopy Ty D Tt llind Toside 4 i th
il o Wy gl Hirs sh
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Vint oll 8 el | viadt th Vlcle,
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e uy 1t by after his
vt \ ! fouk  ho
lith H 8| il ler [ Ly mtop
p's, 1 1l v ey woopldw |
wk nf 1t s thie 1 ] | 1 1 other
into #fr 1 | £ ity dor Aalels
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I Lot the ' ) IBesitalile cnr
- . 1 = 1 lsd ol the 1t
ol W it sl £ laing, ancd
f | ) 1l s Jiatee et 1
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. 1 3 Lk
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il yaur step 1
() It tr that 'y
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I 1 ver | uut
N i 111
nat i thior sithiee )
" th vty ] 1.
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| BT ST 1 3 bl o i
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1 f
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1} “1 hivve 0 14 witile ol Il
t bt ge [T f b b owabd
Wor i wbpatizlie o 1™ a= thoian L
i 1] UL (i Liagt yoall =aiit
el o =it
1 T ' f= thit LTS
tedit=bvia faat Lo | oever ke
it # e
I 1k It (R TRy AT L L TR
Iy
i thint [ wontlfl e to think
of " | OVELN w b terns with Donns
ity gl 1am i st bl el vy hin
that v Vi et Pliegss §s i ssctislaetion’ in
Kt g that oy Dititgiany, s X THRERLS
1 dtie v il
11 i Ml 1 Aaskend
I bt | vils  Eliat teda
wopse,  Sie Dol Wi thee st Hny ke
] Slie T o Jonk of o W agpan ¢ T
1 went ] distimes —puipsiail sned liiantsl b
s 1 ry paduld frome wliceh sl Cuaiiniot
T Dol tliee wames fosking ot Der the List time
I =a (] o i ook very well, [ have
et A8 L Sop Tacs, sometinne (RTEIR L (O
“ ey aime 2 Ghasheri kel it e, e
thoneh to aseertin wliether =he ppeant noee 1l
oJie sitdll, for the first tinw dno bds fepamtaneg
withi e S Wiwen did 1 oever show von tht 1
warm b trotihede 2 due dskenld
VPl was s o sgoe, Nt e ehianesd
siin vty iess You msed ol by =)
sometimes, Tike o oo whn his & wound i the
hesart Portaps ot by only somethiin whidody alos
petids o the wWay Your vxes ate i Pl firat
tinw b oevir motieed gt wasoxes, 1oy nhier vy
well =it wis more than o Year b wlit
whien vl spolie o poen in e Sl kg

time, atd doing Ler bost ta be very sevepe, Lacia |
bore all that was said to her very meclkly, for she |

Lagdd e pertand far worse, I bt GRS one
had aceidentally diseoversd the Tetter, and taken

it, and would make capital out of it s sin bl !

meant 1o do.  Her disappointinent was so groat,
a5 the sum of live thousand franes had seenpsd to
her enormous, but her fear soon vankhed when
sl snw that Adele had no intention of doing Ler
any hodily injury, nor, spparently, of dismissing
her azain,  That the papers were really gone from
the place of concoalment she knew bevond a dolibe
She had Nt a taper in Der edort to find them,
anil had thrust it under the slab, bending low
anil looking into the ereviee,  Nuthing wlhite of
any sort Wi been visible

Adele dpessed hepsell for going aut and leit the
room, But instead of joining her hushand and
Ghlitslert at onee, she turned ont of thes wain s~
suge by the eross corridor which Jed to the court-
yird, went out and walked quickly down the ig-
elined road by which she had led Ghislert to Puolo
Braceio's dungeon.  Thers, whers the shalt of the
oubliette came down, shie was guite sures of Bnding
the little packate of sheets which meant s n.m-{.,
to hier amil which had abfiost meant a fortune to
_lfu-‘ln. She crossadd the worn pas ent rapidly.
Flicre was plenty of light feom the grated win-
dows lugh ap under the vanlt, and she could lave
soen the paper almost as soon as she eptered i
e, Nl sh'nplu-ll ghiort as she weached  the
fuot of the channel i the wall.  There wis noth-
ing there,
n the bope of secing o white thing caught and
,g.t-kmg to the stones, but she coull not distin-
giish the faintest yeflection of anything white,
Yot she was convineed that the tidng must have
fallen all the way. The shaft, as she well knew,
was quite perpendicular und the muasonry compact

Loshe wis doing for soime sment of lictl

| more gentle tone

when vou wers talking

1
w10 was i
diubolienl then, It

to mee, Yo louked peateetls

Witk Jutet I oraw vou stuanding slone in o dour
way after o dones”

S What o memory vou have! D owas probably
inoo bod lpasor I opetierally s eve paw

SWhy dooyou say even now " asked Laoara,
winteliing Lis faee

“ Oy 1 Bardly Enow,™ Gie answersd. AL sorta

of thimes Dy lageeied to fis =ives then g sim
plity my existenee. At that thue 40 wvas very
partienlarly complicgted ™ :

“ Al liow live son =aaplitied it 2?7
auestion e ntly enotggh, and it
lossly, mot ovin gaessing at the trath

tohms Dween stmpltted for me. It
Vi siruplitied into being s existence at all,
Pew anedies el the didYepenes,””

“ You, " saied Lara, thoughtfully, = the groatest
of wil ditforenees o vou” >

Al pngs ot all o any ame olse "
lert, with o ey dangh,

_She tuppend hor o sneat tdark upott liim
Thie Hds drooped o Litthe e she segutingeed his
faner s omew bt eabdle, somet withe an onbd anterest,

* L mupposs that might he giite teae,™ gl winidl
ut b=t Ul 1t s dint bl et like you
any the better bop sading 1toan that way N

Glislori was silent, Lt e met hor gaze
anel without tinehivg, aontil she Qo Kl
shghieel a0 Litnhe s =l Bowels ge o Dt ol

Sl put the
thivight

CATI BT
A

w e Cihs-

ryns

s

qui thy
Wity ahp
I r‘i'l*'r\
rime

“Why de von secht™ e nshel, not |'_l\i|il'|“1|:;
thit she wouldd answer the question

“ Foy some one,” 2hie snild simply, ued she begun
to ke o tew snitihes,

Hie lenew that she was thinking of Maddalena
dedl’ Npwi, nd lis heart st b,

1 owas wione toosay LT B answered, o
*hhere wis perhaps oiie ex-

e

| eeption to the rule”

She starsd up dnto the blackuess ahoye | )

Glisleri grew even more carelul of his speech
wltor thar, it b el vl mee Lot often bae
Jure she went awny torthwaed tor the samne
Pl apring wus going st and the time wois
coming wihen Rome would e s gquiet, old-fush
ot selt asmin for tho=: lew who loved it well
enoieh to fwee the beat ol July and Angust
.I“Illtr-l every ope wos thinking of goinge awny
The Prinee wind Prameess ol Gerain werr going oul
to the castle earlivr thun tstad, for the news ol
Addvle srew stewlily worse,  Franeesen now o
the doctar ont pegubarly  three times o w
amd was foreed to lead @t eststenoe e detosted
s wite wins thic thine quite uuihile to g rest
withont taking very laves anantitwes of ehlursl,

aiid nt tmes hor solfermgs were soeh that it
secmied alimost advisable 0 give Lor morphine.
Every wne,  lawever, who  brought tntedligene

o Gerno agreed i saying that she did ey
wat to keep up, and seemesd toodeead the jdea ot
i Alness whielt wleght, Keop Der permanently in
her yoom,  Whenever she Il'il abiles sl tnsisted on
going out and on gving through the pegalar ronnd
of monotonous contley oectpations,  Hep f”:“,
and stepmother, therefors, determined to go n"{

The objert of thos who hed

A.A.VANTINE & CO.,

Japanese, Chinese,
Turkish and India Goods,

877, 879 BROADWAY.

FURNISHINGS FOR SUMMER GOTTAGES.

Will offer Monday, May 29th,
Important Reductions in

JAPANESE

JUTE RUGS AND CARPETS,

In new colorings and patterns, all sizes.

JAPANESE BLUE AND WHITE

COTTON RUGS AND CARPETS,

Also offer a wide range of styles and
designs 1n

CHINESE RATTAN FURNITURE,

Specially desirable for cottage, hotel,
lawn or veranda use,

—: ALL OUR OWN DESICNS :i—

ranging from

$400

00

to 31 9 == €a.

Iy existenes as benrahle ps !-l'n_\illl!i. Among o
her friviwds =i we
ConpEssion, ail
iliness cotld proeecd from any such  eiis:
Caluspeny bl sy to bee gt the oot of Qb

A few iy before Lavea Arden was 1o go awi
Trona b v to Pietee's room 11 the moriding wit
very  gnwe  laee Lavly Herbert,  |ie
thausht that il wonnd aaceestand why <k
tid ot wiite, bt sont Donidd e person with
voertal message.  She Was going awe
ahotth to give tp the apartinent i widel s
Liedd spent the wanter, without any intintion o
taking Wt aguin in the folluwi venr.
vertain things ot el

it [

to

t senil them o Lovd |

Lol

1!
nrrived witl

two lions Iiter
ul of boxess,

vasep el ol
v laree el iize o
T oWith m vers
ts 1is nld

(LY St

['-'ll.'ml
his  th

leri
(41}

frient's eflecis wor

Dt ontiedy 1oatnds of his own

wotloer oo eorner b took an ol spee

" covepm) them with ity sprending il|
thov with hte own hateds, Then |
Lie» cdloor nmd went away.  Some upn
worl woren wihen they die seem to ledve soamething

Iif

ope shght ol uny

u lius powse to

i tlae
Lot 1o th

Paelitond thiemm, v
tiit s

ppuken of with the utmost
o one ever sdsgestod that her

s
i Wis

I'here f

rt—Lady Heelwret b yo leome and did not
{ 1] wirkil dliss
Pictro,

HNES
pleasant =nsstion

it wpstadrd il depesited 1o roan wher
When they were

i

£

s

H

st Vivhliy te the pereeptions of the
' oph sl dovesd  them Caliisl |
A Ardens feeitne aboant her Hos
wlog o leveesw, o tlionght hie knew,
vite tine aent Lor edild Gl been ziven
' st bl destre ] that no wmnterinl olgeet |
| tevive Tl Snprow (T it felr s
S Pl ITUREILT TR sl vlior sl
van Wholly spritagl, and wpon jes g--m”:,_].-l -1“ I.
b peee of i Livaely dipende s Thin “one
Merbogt  wis o live gn the othiep—gnid theps |
st ot be twn, Not every one, perhiaps, would |
sl il <tipd her so o] l
Fiws oy biclding  Ler comlby It !
wis Wit o semweswhint Ly Hoegrt s went
g thiee stiirs aof | v fug bust it
Aol o e Httde lapyl « T ul kuown -
st piontl Sis Wesowgites] with o)
el with ber, sl net a lrtle of the |
as owell The dhinwine-room was bare and |
lorst T1|>-_unr1‘.i'l'.l' vodbnbited ook whieh
furnishend Ioflaang  telres from all the |
Htthe ‘..1--«!- woman brings to §r, and which
] aliiie hoows bosw to Lapese gl geimnge
s thiough th were [ cinstiat  ae, thorshy
wootee prsdieing the impres=ion that the habi-
tatinn #he has ehosen o< been Hved b fone
e e Geliaslerl sut in fatniliar eloir
neae  the window, amd omee moge Lanm
pothes eorner of Tl grenal sofs

and help Francesco (o teie care of her and muke

TR by il
L Tray |
ehateaed s plins. Ploass |
station to s e off, nor
“ Hivwars, o oy oaf the thiogs whivh
e menepad|y I wonil) rather got sse any
Lt L Gvin tiiin It ot
sl Giliislerd,
jand |
I I thonzhe it
ST Kb e
withi tind  dear-

Yo'l 1
i nie sl
of 1.l g !
goi Casell [anu,
1 Yo 2ot wall de von
“Thardly Enow, T Hhe to be adone in suminer

——

and yuu refer to yourself as to a sutanie monster
whom no lonest” woman conld eall ber friend,
You are gnite right, It is shewr nonsense,

vl stay i Mome to pepent, as you suzgest in fun,
o it o earnest. 1 oam not talking of your sins
which ure not halt as bad as you pretend, but o
thi= =illy view vou ivsist upon taking of your owa

life. I vou most think perpetually of yourself,
Jiddie yoneselt by some ressonable standard, s
e dn the worlt and you have no right to espeet

to find that vou are a saint. 1 that is what you
wish, ke vows, ruen ik, anel starve yourself
ap to lwaven i yoru can. Al it you chanes to
ik of mie, A6 ror set me an w pedestal, und Tuidd
a churelt over me, and pray_at e, 1 do not like
thut sort of thing—it i» wnnatural and alsurd,
1o o somman sl nothl s, lwetter than soms
fiy fores of giredmstances, il not so good a8
wonties Ohers, perlings for the situe Teason. All the
pest thit yoi fmazine s seniimeital trash, and not
worth the time it takes you to think it. You will
ot he wasting your summer i yoh can get il of
it ol by the tie we meet i the aotumn,”

For ones in his Life, tihislerl was taken hy siire
prise.  He hiul pot lad any idea that Laura could
eapress lopsell so stronzly on uny point, atill leas
that =he conl | talk o plainky about himseil. -
wis tur too manly, however, not to Ty Piﬂﬂ‘]. ll_m
bis exprossion clinngsd as e lstened 10 her. She
vaniled as sioe fnished, wnd begun to make stitclies

LS

ave me so mueh good advice in
S0 short @ time,” he sald, with a laugh, *You
linve o wonilerful power of cof depsing your meais
g, Do vou etten talk in that way )
“xut ofter. 1 think 1 pever did hefore. Do
it 1ot think thete is ~ome senso in what [ say ??
"o tndvedt, 1Y to believe that there is a gread
il Ghisterl answered, AT all ovents, 1 shall
not torget it.  Perliaps Yon will tind me partially
rotorted when y o cole back, Yo must produsy

to tell me.”
to find ont. But if

= will tke =rw1-nl:l—' tune
1 suoceed 1 owiil tell yon”

’ for the Letter, and he
lialt an

» ON® eYer

Mis mood Lind ol
ol of Lanpas plans during uearly
hony At lust e pose Tho s

«iondtiy,” hee sihbl, m ahraptly.

St don kel tip g ietis o » touk his hand,
provsed it without adectation, .

= oadhiv. wish you n very pleasant siuile
mer—an =i e we ar prriing—I thunk yon with
all my heart for the wany Jind and friendly
things vin have done for me.”

“1 have done notling,  Gwodby, again”

e turned and she stood loolring ot his e
trentine figure until Lo had disappeared through

the din

w1 baliove there §s more good in that man than
anv one knows,” she seid to herselt.  Then slin
also Inft the rood uned went to soe whether little
Haph et were arl to dnisy herself with
tor W eomiort during the

and

\ .
e nts

the lnst arrang
Jonymney

ai keew thet anotlier parting was hafure
| Wim In the near fuinm As usual, Mauddalens
Ladedl® Apmmi was going o e @ entisiitorable
part of the summer with ler father Tuscany.
T went o seo loer tolarably  often, amid  theie
pelntions dd of ate Been all  appearances
frlemllv  and  nndistipbed Itat e ddoubted
whether the fin s hofore they separatad
iy ~evera]l months could pass of without sooe
patntnl et lent, He o Knew Mucddulenn’s  cliars
doter swell. and i bw did not know his own, it
D s not for wane of sty He almost wishied
that lue maighi, on that alay, Jyotse 1o call at &

« when  some other  person was present, for
of § Lope conbd e po show of émo-

(] £ 1

th

ri_,-.,'l b .,"‘,,."‘:.'_.-__"'“;" ey ‘,_II ”I';:I,Il"'l'\, .1;”;1‘-‘;-:. "'.!I [ i on eithun Hor any words which conld
. e elinys Iy —plenty of rol- leatdd ta (- wililiness, Illr' m-m'mx-o tn.l‘he
i, 0ol uf LA S e | e duiring the week which un—-r\nm:sl be. veen
litthe e e st dial Il Lol Ao s depmrtire snd the day fixed for
thie liver Y ' nt (0 | gpdaalena's, savig each 'ITI"? ”:’l“ h';‘ “‘tu'lll‘l

M | o O T e L OO ggiin, 8 woriise Ty wliieh " ontess
-<|-1III-, T4 e at him, and then Linghed vers | gyl .'.:H.'L-t-jr w1 ﬂ-.'l' : Sie \\'ll‘-ﬂli‘iﬂ"’l“

R g T oyl he clisd to ses ws muach of him as possible, she

'\\']\:.,r | ._.-,I iw I‘. e 1y ;_.I I1:‘,I_II;,"‘:,‘_;. '.'.IIHI'_JIH‘I_ wildd,  The lase duy eame Shie was to I--Q\'i_* for
EN I : Flogenes  on the :--.!»mrur.' Ilr!-'.'llll'ld.! Gihislerd

g Wis 1 aneling ot wlnt v b o rang, wos adbadntedls and fonne ler ulone.
W ;1;',.. iie I,T _‘r'\.“”“h‘,,_ rr| 'J:;', 5 '1,._ ‘l"_,' l-.li.‘;t‘i. “1 knew voru wonld come, she said, * thongh
vlithe to minke suelt gpovchies to me it s =0 luw i ~

WP e matie yor luneh at all b dsowerth S0P cottse, DIl T not say so? L supposs
while ™ vl are st decided to go to-tgorrow.

< Atoall events, Bt 15 o] ool von o te say s0 He wis fonscions that h.'. wits saving the vory
Wihieh af the three sahjocts: o’ yom medm, o, [ ST b ierent words which he lad said a fow
taloe for youp letters o pie=your tendite, your divs earlier to Lo wnd Mo ldulens auswered
foodd. nE  MONE. Tepentanes s B almost s Laurs hid ddone,

e fand owonll be the simplest anl afest "R, APhC AT UMY nist not tome to the
tipie Vil enn resd e vonrsdt what yon | Soren Phnt 1< potond, s it not??
IO Hopeitanes, when 16 1< 1ot @ inhit, 1 “Siuee yonp wisl o I will certainly not eome,
rarely well done,  But one i siay the Hiost S we une saving zooiby nntil nest ”""’.‘“'q ha
cliarming things whont steawborees, penchies and contiil, breaking the fee gy by wers, Sinte he
fes  withont ever offentdiy, any one's fasee” folt it nuist e Broken. *1 will tr and not he

ST thivk yon grow worse as vt geow oldee™ crantional, amd T ase von to belivve~this oree—
witdd Loaara, still smili e von et | thae Uy in sarnest. 1 linve something to <ay
ik Vone progeammes serionsiy - it woll® nor bo | R0 Son May 12 Will von listen to me? Yo
a td thing, 1 faney.  =erpnsty, however, yon and 1 oannat part with two words and a nod of
ettt sy from: 1o de. the fueed, ke sommon asnnintances,”

s alonhl e temgsted to oo ned stay g week w1 will hear ol you enre to say,® answersd

av at ol et Gildslerd,

near v iF T went
sl ulinnee

e dil por answer at onee
at hime withos vagie suspivion in ler oyes wliel
dispppenred almost instantly, wnd then tonk tw
hipee stitehes n her ewlivoidery before sk
shinkiee

“ 1 wonld eather von shoald not o
wrld ot last, “1 mmy as well tell you what
think about it Te me anmd to yvon
thoronghly absurd that von shoukl not nie
whenever we choose to teet, There are man:
peasons wihy T sionld ook upen vy s a froim
and why ven shonld eome more
wther man 1 know. Bt the wor
fepently
more than onee, and in one way she is right

oy

L

11 thinks dif

wit lenow whint o plaee this i< aml how every
e ks Aot evepyhody,  Unfortunately T Te
liowe  that von e one of the men ahont
whinse private afwirs  soclety s st
Viiy=y vannot help it now. T have

o thelit to sy anythibng about vour Tife, pust or

avee told me snongh abont your

present, but you h
tiderstand why there is alway

welf to mnke me o
possip aboit v,
Thinm, b, you will never make people bidie
that vou disd ot fight that duel abont ne, fur ¥
ettt tell any one what von tald e
quenee 5, that you and U look at it all from one
point of view,
another, 1 think it is Deiter to sav il
amil to be done with jt. As we s all not meet o
several monthe, people will forget to talk,  An
1 rieht to spetk 1o yvon #°

v Pepfectly right answered Ghislzsi,  An
pression of pain
ahiee Bl Deen taliing, and did not disappear n
e, Larn s Bt o] was silent for o moment

w1 am sorey A0 T have hoare yo ahe said pres
ently. = Porhaps T was wrone,*

*No, vou wers qiite vight,” Ghisleri veplied

(LY

w A wonld have been very wrong indesd not to

If yvou did not, who would * But T ha

tell me,
no sttEpition of nll this

The eontrast might protoe

wre—aied what T am.
lLady Herler

virtt i the eves ol some perdons,
Arden—omil Pietro Ghisler.”

T pronontiesd his own name with the utmos
Tt rness

# P e dlo not gpeak of yourself in that wav,”
sabil Lanren, with something Hke entreaty in Ler

M

S teae enoneh, ™ he answersd, % An intel

Tigent being might onderstand that T eould b nse.

ful to vou, but not that you—" T» stapped short
and s tone ohanged, L am talking nonsonse,
D saied hidetly, by woy of explaining the trath,

1 think you are, o way, " sabd Laora, quistly.
You mnke

“ 1t is your old habit of exazgeration,
me an fmpossible erenture, between an archan,
and the good mammi in ehildren’s story

that,” she

il B

witen than any

My mother hins spoken fo me about it

amd why thers always will he

The eans-

aml the worll sees it from guite
I this onee,

el settlind on his lean face while

. I belioved that for ones
| they micht 1ot me alone, considering what yor

|
t

1

"

I

i
!
t

Vaddalona, simply. *And T wil tey to believe
vou,
Mo Tookesd it the pale faee and the gmall, pere

foor teatiipes befare he spoke, to see if they were

o lard ws  they often  were. Pt for  the
monment  the  espression  wis  softensd. The
evenine ol plaved  softly apon the hricht
biv, and thoew o deep, wurm  lidit into the

Violet eves, s she tarned toward him,
Wit is it she asked, ns hie seemed to hesi-

tate, = Has anvthing happened 2 Are you zoing
ton b o ped T

Tl anestion shocked him in o way he could
not explain,

“Na b oam not thinking of  marrving, Wa

have boen a great desl to each other, for a long
Tine. Bat tor my fanlt=—nid it is, of course, my
fanlt —we might he us much in one another's
lives s aver.  We nsod to meet in the summer,
bt that will not happen this vear.  When vou
comn baek, wee mny hoth be chanaed  more than
we thing it possible to ehange at present.”

“In what way ?”

* Lo not kaow. Perliaps, when we meet azain, we
ehinll feel that we are veally and truly devorel
(rivnds,  Perhaps you may hate me altogether—"

“And von me"

= No, that is not possible. 1 am not very suré
of myself as o orule, But that, at least, I know.®

“1 l|u|]n- yvou are right. I vou ar* not my
rgh-n.l, who should be? So yon think 1 hate you.
You are very wrong I oaw still very fonld
vou. 1 told vou so the other day. You should
belfove me,  Remember, when it all endad, it was
vou who had changed=not 1. T am not reprosch-
ing vonr. 1 mieht say that vou shonld have known
vourself better thun to think that you cou
fuithiuls but vou might tell me—and it would
ainh-- as just—that I, o womnan, knew what
doing and luwd Been tanght to look upon my
as vou never coull,  But it was you who change
If ‘vou hnd loved me, T should have loved you
sl Little things showed me long ago t
your love was on the wane. It was never what
it was in those first days,  Awl now have
chaneged, too. T love what was once, but if I
condl Lave vour love now as i was ar its strongrst
and hest, Twonll not ask for it,  Why shonll 12
I eoull never teust it again, and anythine is
ter than that donht,  And T want no consolation.®

“ Tndeed, 1 shonlid have very little to offer you
worth your aecopting,” said Pietro, in # law voies,

Wit T needed any. the best you could give mo
would e what T ask —not as consolation at all,
bt us something [ still believe worth having from
you —and that is your henest friendship.”

Ghisleri was movidd in_spite of himself. 1lis
faee grew paler and the shudows showed Dbeneath
his eves where Maddalenn had so often seen them.

“You are too kind—too good,” he sald in an un-

teady tone,
1 Il'hir la::ewm hg had said almost the same words

g okl
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